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At an adjourned MEETING of the AGENTS of 
the WEST INDIA SUGAR COLONIES, 
at Mr. Ful LER's, in HARLEY STREET, on Tuks- 
DAY, the 20th MARCH 1792: 


PRESENT; 


STEPHEN FULLER, 
FOUN BRATHWAITE, 
JAMES BAILLIE, 
CHARLES THOMSON, 
WILLIAM KNOX, 9D 
WILLIAM HUTCHINSON]. 


| Es a 1 R Fs. 


RESO L v E D, 4 
That the following MEMORIAL be l by Mr. FULLER. 


To the Right Honourable WIL LIAM PITT, &e. ccc. 


The MEMORIAL of the AGENTS for the ſeveral BRITISH 
e WEST INDIA COLONIES, 


SHEWETH, 


HAT your Memorialfts having been appriſed of certain Reon, 
which it is the Intention of His Majeſty's Miniſters to propoſe to Parlia- | 
ment, for reducing the. preſent high Price of Sugars, conceive it their Duty, as 
the Repreſentatives of the great Body of Weſt India Planters who reſide in the 
- CE, to ſubmit the — Remarks to your Conſideration. | 


Tuan, Goal the Reſtoration of King Cha os the Second down to the preſent 
Time, a Syſtem of Commerce has deen eſtabliſhed and continued between this 
Country and her Weſt India Colonies, under the Sanction of repeated Acts of 
Parliament, whereby the greateſt Benefits have reſulted to both. 


Tuarr in tracing the Progreſs of that Syſtem, 2 and in conftruing the Language 
of thoſe Acts of Parliament, Iwo fundamental Principles ſeem to have "been 
- chiefly aimed at and ſettled; viz. An excluſive Trade and Navigation to Britiſh 
Ships and Seamen, on the one Hand; and, on the other, An excluſive Supply of 
the Conſumption of Great Britain, by Sugar produced in the Weſt India Colo- _ 
. gence with a free Exportation of the A to Foreign Markets —- 


That 


1 2 


— 


* 


Fnat no Guards or Reſtrictions have been wanting to ſccure the former, aud ne 
Encouragement has been omitted to invite and protect the latter, 


"THAT the Colonics have on their Part faithfully adnered to this Syſtem, an!, 


wich unremitting Induftry, at prodigious Expence and Labour, have improved and 
extended their Plantations, ſo as not only to ſupply the Demands for Sugar in 
_ but to export a very large Annual wk to Foreign Na 1018, 


under the Encouragement of a full Drawback of Dutics, or equix alent Bounties 
from the Britiſh Leg gillature. 


That all ke Saas except thoſe produced in the Weſt India Colonics 
S bu I ) 


have been conſtantly burthened with heavy Dutics, and various other Diſad- 


by antages— Þ hat theſe extended even to the Britiith Poſſeſſions on the Continent 


of Aten the Sugars from thence being treated as Foreign Sugars by the Sta— 
tute 6th George the Third, C. An that the high Duties on Eaſt India 
Sugar, impoſed by a late Act of Parliament (27 George Third, C. 13) have 


only till confirmed the ſame Syſtem of Commerce which has {0 long prev ailed! in 
Favour of the Veſt India Colonics. | 


Har the * high Price of Sugar is owing to no particular Deficiency 
in the Supply of that Article from our own Colonies, but to a Variety of extra- 


- neous and accidental Cauſcs, which are likely to be of a temporary Nature, and 
ought not to produce any permanent Change in the. Syſtem of Commerce whica 


has fo long obtained. 


Rn HAT your Memorialiſts don not contend, in Favour of the Weſt India Colo- 
nies, that Great Britain is at this, or any ſimilar Criſis, bound to receive their 
Sugar for her own Conſumption at an exorbitant Price; and they take this Op- 


portunity of declaring, that, if a contrary Opinion has ever been imputed to them, 
they utterly diſclaim it; but at the ſame Time they beg Leave to ſuggeſt, that 
the Remedy applied ought not to be, in this or any other Caſe, ſuch as may by 


Poſlibility continue longer than, or be otherwiſe diſproportioned to, the Evil. 


Tua the Importation of Sugar from the Britiſh Poſſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies, 


at any Duty below that which now exiſts, cannot fail to injure, and in a Courſe 
of Time ruin the Weſt India Colonies, under all the various Diſadvantages to 
which they muſt be expoſed in ſo unequal a Competition. That the propofed 


Regulations, fo f.r as they regard this Object, are founded in no actual Ne- 
ceſlity, and tend to introduce a permanent Innovation in the Commercial Syſtem 
of Great Britain, under the Pretence of curing an Evil which can be of no long 


Duration ; but that, were even the preſent Scarcity of Sugar to continue Abroad, 


and Great Britain to require a much larger Supply for F oreign Markets 5 
ſhe has heretofore received, your Memorialiſts beg Leave to ſubmit, that the 


Britiſh Sugar Colonies, if duly encouraged, have abundant Reſources to furniſh 
that Supply, without reſorting to new and ſpeculative Schemes of Commerce; 


unjuſt and detrimental to one Part of the Britiſh, Empire, and of very uncertain 


: — to the other, 


THAN 


1 


Tram it ſeems to your Memorialiſts pert. Ally vain and deluſive to adopt any 
Experiment of importing Eaſt India Sugar tor de Term of One Year, or for 
ary other ſhort Period of Time, inalinuch as large and expenfive Works and 


various Supplies are required in the Manufacture of Sugar, and no ſuitable Re- 


turns can be expected for ſeveral Years ; beſides which, the Perfons who are to 
incur that Expence, and to embark large Capitals on the Faith of Parliamentary 
Encouragement, would have the like Reaſon to complain ſhould that Encou- 
ragement be withdrawn, as the Weſt India Colonies would have, ſhould it be 
granted in the Firſt Inſtancc. 


That your Memorialiſts forbear to offer many weighty Politics) Reaſons, 
which have occurred to themſelves and others, againſt any permanent Encourage- 
ment of the Importation of Sugar from the Lait Indies, as it may effect the 


general Strength and Welfare of the Britiſh Empire; conceiving it their Duty, 


on the preſent Occaiton, merely to repreſent the Injuſtice and miſchievous Ten- 
dency of this Meaſure, as it regards the Proſperity and even the Exiſtence of th- 
Britiſh Sugar Colonies. 


THAT this Meaſure, if carried into Effect, cannot fail to excite the greate!! 
Alarms in the Minds of His Majeſty's Subjects reſident in the Weſt India 


Colonies, as it directly militates againſt a long Succeſſion of Acts of Parliament 


for near a Century and an Half paſt, and muſt entirely deſtroy that Fu-. 


which the Weſt India Colonies have hitherto * on the Faith and Protectio 
of Great Britain. 


Vour Memorialifts tn pray, That, whatever other Expodients 


may be deemed neceflary for reducing the preſent high Price of 


Sugars, no Regulation of a permanent Nature may be adopted for 
encouraging the Growth and Manufacture of Sugar in the Eaft 


Indies, either by reducing the Duties now payable on the Impor- 
tation of 1 it into Great Britain, or otherwiſe. 


" And your Memorialift (hall ever Pray Ke. 8 ke. 


ME MOR TAI 
5 b or THE ” 
AGENTS 
or THE 


WEST INDIA SUGAR COLONIES; | 


| PRESENTED TO 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
the Secretary of State, 


